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2015-2016
21st Century After School
Program

Alta Vista, Booker Middle, 
Emma E. Booker, and Tuttle
Description
Sarasota County North Afterschool programs are free and operate under the guidelines of the 21st Century Community Learning Centers grant.  The primary goal of these programs is to improve the academic achievement level of students.  This program provides structured activities for students in grades K through 8, who are enrolled in Title I schools in the Sarasota County School District.

The staff members at these programs are dedicated, enthusiastic, caring and devoted.  All academic teachers are certified.
21st Century Community Learning Center program’s curriculum is designed to help students meet or exceed challenging state content standards in reading, science, and math.  In a safe structured, nurturing environment, the curriculum incorporates engaging personal enrichment activities such as homework assistance, health and nutrition, physical fitness, technology, service learning, and character education.

The program also provides Family Involvement activities including Family Literacy for families of participating students. 
Admissions Policy and Procedures

Admission to the 21st Century Community Learning Center program varies per site and depending on the site ranges from grades 2-8.  Priority is given to students with lower percentile scores on the FSA, teacher recommendations, ESOL, and retained students.
In order to enroll a student into the program, a parent/guardian must complete and submit an enrollment form.  The enrollment forms must be kept current.  If at any time during the session, there are any changes such as telephone number, address, emergency contacts, or place of employment, please notify the office immediately.

If a student is placed on a waiting list and a vacancy occurs, the parents/guardians will be informed of the opening and the student will be admitted to the program.
Attendance

Every student enrolled in the 21st Century Community Learning Center program is expected to attend daily.  Daily attendance of each student shall be recorded by the site coordinator or designee.  Absences result in a serious disruption of a student mastery of the instructional materials; therefore, parents/guardians should make every effort to avoid unnecessary absences.  If for any reason your child needs to be absent, send a note in advance.

Students with frequent absences will be dismissed from the program.
Behavioral Expectations

Students are expected to follow the School District Student Code of Conduct.  Refer to the Student and Family Handbook provided by your school.
Critical Incidents at Schools
During a critical incident, parents should not go to the school. The school will be secured by law enforcement and parents will not be able to get their student until the threat has been cleared. Parents should stay off their cell phones and tell their student(s) to stay off their cell phones. Updates and other important information will be provided through the Connect-ED telephone communications system. Parents need to make sure all of their emergency contact information is current and listed correctly at the school.

Dismissal Procedures
All students are to be picked up on time.  For the safety and protection of the children, parents/guardians are asked to sign out their child.  Students will be released only to those people whose names appear on the signed registration form.  

Illness/Accidents/Emergencies

If your child, becomes ill you will be contacted to come get him/her.  If you cannot be reached, we will contact someone on your authorized list.  If your child receives a minor injury, such as a scraped knee, staff will provide a band aid or ice pack where needed.  If your child receives a more serious injury, the staff will attempt to contact parents/guardians or any person listed on the enrollment form to inform you.  If we cannot contact the parent/guardian, we will attempt to contact you through any person listed on the enrollment form.  If we cannot contact you and your student needs immediate attention, we will call 911.  In the case of severe emergency, serious accidents, injury or illnesses, the staff will call 911 first. 

Media Releases
Occasionally the school district, newspapers, and television stations interview, photograph and/or videotape our schools, teachers and students to visually explain our schools’ programs and events. Those photographs and videos may be used in newspapers, on television stations and in Sarasota County School’s publications and productions.

On the school registration forms, parents/guardians may either grant or deny permission for their child to participate in these types of media events, which also are applicable to the afterschool program.  Parents/guardians who later wish to change their decision may do so at any time by completing the appropriate form available from the school’s registrar.

Safety Policy

Student safety is of the utmost concern to parents, teachers and administrators within the Sarasota County Schools system.  Thus, all teachers, tutors, mentors, and administrators will do everything within their power to protect the safety and well-being of our children.  

The school district safety and security plan as noted in the Student & Family Handbook 2015-2016 will be adhered to at all times, which includes emergency preparedness fire drills and severe weather drills. 
Snacks

Students receive a daily snack which meets USDA guidelines and is provided by the Sarasota County School District Food and Nutrition services.  
Visitors 
All persons visiting the program during hours of operations will need prior approval from the Site Coordinator. Any individual not enrolled in the after school program must obtain administrative clearance prior to entering the campus. Persons without a pass are subject to a trespassing charge and may be arrested.
Parents who desire to talk with teachers about their child’s progress should arrange for a conference that is convenient with both the parent and teacher.  Visitors may not photograph, or audio/video tape students without prior permission of the Site Coordinator.

Volunteers
All volunteers are required to be PALS approved.
The Site Coordinator shall approve and assume general authority and responsibility over all volunteers serving the program, including training.  Volunteers are required to register at the program’s office and sign out after performing a volunteer activity.

Withdrawal

If you need to withdraw your child from the after school program for any reason, please give advance notice.
