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	March 29th 2019



	Happy Friday!   

It was another wonderful week at Garden Elementary!
 
Next week our 3 - 5 grade students will begin the FSA.  Grade 3 students will complete the FSA Reading test on 4/2 and 4/3.  Grade 4 & 5 students will complete the FSA Writing test on 4/2. If you have any questions about the FSA or the testing schedule, please give us a call at 941-486-2110.
 
We will be hosting our Spring Arts Fest at the Venice United Church of Christ at 5:30pm on Tuesday April 2.  This lovely event features our amazing art and marvelous music programs.  We look forward to seeing you there!
 
Can you believe it is already time to make arrangements for summer camp??  https://www.scgov.net/government/parks-recreation-and-natural-resources/things-to-do/programs-and-events/camps This link will connect you to the summer camp programs that are being offered by Sarasota County Parks and Rec.
 
Have a wonderful weekend!

Amy Archer
Proud Principal
Garden Elementary
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	FSA Testing Reminder

FSA testing begins on Tuesday, April 2nd. Please be sure to have your child get a good night's sleep the night before the test and a healthy breakfast that morning. On Tuesday April 2nd breakfast will be free for students.

· 3rd Grade FSA reading testing Tuesday, April 2nd and Wednesday, April 3rd
(Strait and Mrs. Horst 3rd graders will test on Wednesday and Thursday)

· 4th and 5th grade FSA writing testing Tuesday, April 2nd.
The boys and girls have worked hard all year and will do their best on the assessments.





		[image: https://imgssl.constantcontact.com/letters/images/sys/S.gif]






	A Growth Mindset and Testing

Many parents have heard of the growth mindset over the last few years. It can encompass many things, but basically focuses on having a positive attitude toward learning, being unafraid of making mistakes and being willing to learn from mistakes when they happen. Students with a growth mindset do not buy into the notion that some people are smart and others are not. Instead, they know that hard work and good strategies make one a success in school and other areas of life.

Having a growth mindset also helps when applied to testing situations. Right now, third, fourth and fifth grade students are taking FSA tests, but all students take quizzes or assessments on a weekly basis. Many students can develop test anxiety before and during exams that can limit their success. By focusing on the basics of a growth mindset, many students can find ways to overcome these feelings. Below are some strategies that can help students who feel anxiety around test time.

From Childmind.org
Understand the test format
· knowing the format will help them feel more prepared and take away the shock they might feel when they are handed the test. And if it is possible to take some practice tests, do it. (Students have taken practice FSA tests to help them understand the format.)
Think about possible questions
· Predicting and answering questions ahead of time helps kids gain more mastery over the material and feel more confident. (Try asking your child to create a few questions that they think will be on an upcoming quiz or test.)
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	PBS Update

Our 3rd Quarter PBS celebration was a huge success!!  Thank you so much to Starz Choice Dance Academy for assisting in our Dance Party!  The students were well behaved, respectful to guests on campus, and had an amazing time.  Please continue to encourage your child(ren) to be responsible, respectful, and kind.
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	Gator Run Winners

Congratulations to the following students as they are our 2019 Gator Run Lap winners!
5th Grade:
Boy: Jesse R (27)
Girl: Lily G (18)
 
4th Grade:
Boy: Nicholas V (23)
Girl: Autumn C (19)
 
3rd Grade:
Boy: Bryson G (25)
Girl: Sophia R (21)
 
2nd Grade:
Boys: Martin S and Asher C (19)
Girl: Ksenia U (15)
 
First Grade:
Boy: Jack H  (17)
Girls: Olivia V, Aris R, Lena T
 
Kindergarten:
Boys: Liam B, Breyden C, Tyler E (12)
Girls: Mila F, Leighton B
 
Congratulations to ALL! If you haven't already done so, please return your Gator Run Donation Envelope by Monday. Thank you for all of your support!
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	2019 Climate Survey

The 2019 Climate Survey window is March 26, 2019 - April 9, 2019for staff, parents, and secondary school students.   The online parent survey is available in English, Spanish, Vietnamese, Ukrainian, Russian and Haitian-Creole.  
 
To access the survey links, please click here .
 
Sarasota County Schools distributes what is known as a "climate survey" annually to collect student, parent and staff feedback about various operations within the school district. The purpose of the survey is to measure the perceptions, opinions and feelings related to the environment at a specific school, workplace or department. Areas of focus include curriculum, communication, parent involvement and school safety, among others. The information gathered helps Sarasota County Schools identify systems and practices that are going well, as well as areas that could benefit from a reevaluated approach. All survey responses are anonymous.
 
If you have questions about how to access the survey, please contact the Communications & Community Relations department at 941.927.9000 extension 74009.
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	Kids Heart Challenge

We are proud to report a total of $4,175.00 was raised to support the Kids Heart Challenge (formerly the Jump Rope for Heart program).   Thank you to Mrs. Strayer and Mrs. Ojeda for running the program; the boys and girls had a great time jumping rope in PE class. The American Heart Association sends their thanks for Garden's support of the Kids Heart Challenge.
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Heart of the Program

Congratulations to Garden's Besty McLain on receiving the "Heart of the Program" award from Food and Nutrition Services! Betsy has been recognized as an outstanding food service employee who exhibits an extraordinary commitment to our school nutrition program and brings superior levels of customer service, creativity, professional growth, work ethic and dedication to the Food and Nutrition Services Department.   Way to go, Betsy!
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	Color Run and Fun Walk
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	ESE Parent University Workshop
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	RHS Under the Sea Summer Camp - Ram Nation Aquascience

With spring break upon us, it is never too early to begin making summer plans. 
Riverview High Schoolis offering an interactive marine science summer camp for K-8 students. 

When: May 28th. -31st. 

What time: 9-12 with early drop off at 8 AM.

Who can attend: Camp will be open to Kindergarten through 8th grade, and activities will be tailored to different ages/abilities.
 
For more information or to sign up, please visit the following website: https://rhsaquascience.com/2019/01/31/rhs-under-the-sea-summer-camp/
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	Free Bicycle Helmet Giveaway and Fitting Event for Kids!

Join the Friends of Osprey Junction Trailhead for a free bicycle helmet giveaway and fitting event where we will be giving away free helmets to kids from ages 1 to 18. Kids must be present to receive and be fitted for their free helmet. Limit one helmet per child. A parent or legal guardian must be present to sign up children to receive a free helmet. Helmets are given away on a first-come, first-served basis while supplies last, and at the sole discretion of the Friends of Osprey Junction Trailhead. 

WHEN: Saturday, April 6, 2019 from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm 
WHERE: Osprey Junction Trailhead Park, 9686 E. Bay Street, Osprey, FL 34229
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	Family Fun & Health Day
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	Kindergarten Roundup - April 4th
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	Lunch Money Reminder

Payment for school breakfast and lunch is accepted online at: www.myschoolbucks.com. We also accept checks and cash in the cafeteria. A locked drop off box located on the wall in the cafeteria. When sending in money, please seal in an envelope and include the following information:  your child's name (first and last), your child's PIN number, and amount included.  It is very difficult to determine where the funds should go when loose change/dollar bills are found in the lock box.
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	Free Lunch?

Your child may be eligible for free reduced rates for breakfast and lunch.  Take a few moments and apply: https://scsfr.sarasota.k12.fl.us/fma/  feel free to contact Brooke Crowley if you need assistance completing the application.

Brooke Crowley
Home School Liaison, Garden Elementary
Sarasota County Schools
O: 941-486-2110 x53650 
Brooke.Crowley@sarasotacountyschools.net  
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	Free Food for Garden Families
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	Low cost internet 

https://internetessentials.com/
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	Sarasota Resource Guide

Click here to open PDF
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	 941-486-2110
Garden Elementary School 
700 Center Road
Venice, FL 34285
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Thursday, April 4% from 5:30pm-6:30pm in the Cafeteria.
Please join us for an informative evening to:
% Meet Administration, Kinderdarten Teachers, and Staff
% Tour Kinderdarten Classrooms
% Learn about registration process and required documents
*» Meet our PTSO
« Learn about our Before/After Care
% Special guests include Transportation Dept., Food and Nutrition,
and Suncoast Campaign for Grade Level Reading.
If you know someone with a child who will be five years old on
o before September 1, 2019, please help us spread the word!

For additional information and/or questions, please call 941-486-2110.
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941.379.6333 allfaithsfoodbank.org 8171 Blaikie Ct. Sarasota, Florida 34240
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